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Undisturbed forest communities are being scrutinized but not disturbed by a Univer
sity of Montana botany professor.
The National Science Foundation has awarded Dr. James R. Habeck, UM associate pro
fessor of botany, a $17,800 grant to continue his research program entitled "The Ecology
of Western Montana Forest Vegetation."
The research, supported by NSF since 1962, has dealt with the collection of data
on the distribution and composition of undisturbed forest communities.
Dr. Habeck also stated forests ranging from bottomland hardwood forests, located
at the lowest elevations, to timberline communities at the higher elevations have re
ceived attention in his investigation up to this time.
Currently studies are being made of forest succession in the Douglas fir forests
in the Missoula area, as well as of genetically distinct subpopulations which appear to
exist within some of the common species such as Douglas fir, western larch and Ponderosa
pine.

